Notebook Entry 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Motif Reconnaisance Mission

With your group, brainstorm and list as many motifs as you can recall from the novel.   Then choose three that you think are important and explain why.  What seems to be the purpose of each in the novel? How is it functioning? What are its implications?  How does this motif affect your interpretation of the novel? Write a developed paragraph for each of the three motifs you choose to focus on. Be prepared to discuss your ideas with the class.

(Example: letter writing--Oskar’s grandmother writes to Oskar, the grandfather writes to Oskar’s dad, Oskar writes to Stephen Hawking, 
etc.)
· Multiple Genres/modes of expression (letters, photos, pictures, Hamlet, article, audio recording/interview, answering machine messages, Beatles’ and other song lyrics, story telling/6th Borough

· Physical/sensory impairment (“crummy” eyes, grandfather can’t speak, elderly Mr. Black can’t hear)

· Raisons d’etre

· Science/religion

· Inventing

· Colloquial and/or metaphorical expressions 

· Color (Black, red, white)

· Corrections

· “keys”, locks, “closed box”

· “extremely” and “incredibly”

· Animals (granfather’s love of, his having to shoot during war, Buckminster, birds, elephants…(see next bullet)

· Turtles (Schell…)

· Humanity/civilization

· War (elder Mr. Black’s experiences, 9/11, Dresden, Hiroshima…)
· Parallel histories/experiences

Feel free to supplement with others!
